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Jamia-Uloom-Islamiyyah Binnori Town — Fatwa 144306100082
(Translated from Urdu by Haseeb Ullah, edited by Qamar Uddin; March 2022)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

Question:
Please see the attached Introduction to ICOUK organisation from the UK with 4-years moon sighting data.

We are appealing to Jamia-tul Uloom Islamia Binnori Town for guidance, since you have advised the UK
Muslims in the past (Ref. Mufti Abdul-Kareen Deenpuri / Dated: 21 Ramadan 1424 AH) that if the Crescent
Moon (Hilal) cannot be sighted in the UK, then the sighting of the closest Islamic country, Morocco should be
followed (2003).

From our actual moon sighting experience over many (10+) years, we strongly believe that the Hilal can easily
be sighted in the UK and request your advice if we are allowed to follow our own Local Moon Sighting,

InshaAllah?

Furthermore, please advise us if it is permissible for us to follow far distant countries (eg. Saudi Arabia or

South Africa or Morocco) if the moon can be easily sighted in the UK according to the rules of Shariah?
Fatwa Seeker: Qamar Uddin, info@moonsighting.org.uk

Answer:

Before answering the question, a few points need to be known/clarified as an introduction.

1. Inevery country and region, Muslims should arrange moon sighting and initiate and end Islamic months on
the sighting (=.s.) of their country. The moon sightings must be attempted on the 29th of every month. If
the moon is sighted, then start the new month. However, if the moon is not sighted, because it’s cloudy on
the horizon or for any other reason, then complete 30-days of the month and then start the new month.

2. Any two countries that are close to each other can share the sighting of each other. It means that if the moon
does not appear in one of these countries and the news of the moon being sighted in the other country
reaches via a Shariah-compliant way, then they can begin the new month by relying on the sighting of the
nearby country. However, if any two countries are far apart from one another, then that country cannot rely

on the sighting of the other country.
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3.

The jurists L) have clearly defined the criterion of being close and distant. The regions (or countries)
between which the distance is such that the days of the month become 28 or 31 days as a result of believing
the sighting of a place for another place, will be called distant regions (or countries). And where there is not

much distance, they will be called nearby regions (or countries). (* ORINY AR580)

Therefore, regarding this question, the Muslims of Britain should arrange their own sighting and begin a
new month and end the previous one on the sighting of their own country. Supposedly, if it is cloudy
sometimes, the observing of the 29th date [moon sighting] should still be arranged. If the moon is sighted,
then start the new month, otherwise complete 30-days of the month. In addition, when the moon sighting is

possible in your country (Britain), then relying on the sighting of another country will not be permissible.

The Muslims of Britain must comply with all the Shariah conditions to arrange moon sightings in their country.

The primary conditions and procedures are as follows:

D

2)

3

4)

5

6)

A Muslim who is sane, mature, able to sight and just (J:t) should testify before the Judge (¢°) or Crescent
Moon Sighting Committee (&5/ Ji =) of sighting the moon with the word “Shahadat” (meaning
testimony). It is necessary to appear before the Judge or Crescent Moon Sighting Committee in-person,
otherwise the testimony will not be credible via telephoning or sending a witness testimony via any other
medium'. In the case of an unjust witness, it will not be obligatory for the Judge or the Crescent Moon
Sighting Committee to accept the testimony. However, they will have the authority to accept it if they
consider a wicked (Jr6) person is trustworthy. Otherwise, they may reject the testimony.

If the witness cannot appear himself in-person, he should make two other persons witness of his testimony,
who can then convey his testimony in front of the Judge, called “Shahadat Ala Shahadat”, meaning
“Testimony upon Testimony” in Shariah terminology.

In case of clear horizon for the Crescent Moon of Ramadan, the testimony of a mass gathering (# A is
necessary.

In the case of the cloudy horizon for the Crescent Moon of two Eids, the testimonies of two men or one man
and two women are accepted. In the case of clear horizon, the testimony of a large gathering is necessary.
In the remaining nine months (excluding the Crescent Moon of Ramadan and two Eids), the testimonies of
two men or one man and two women will be accepted.

In the month of Ramadan when the horizon is cloudy, the testimony of a trustworthy male or female is
sufficient. Like the previous testimonies, the word “Shahadat” is also not necessary, because Shariah has
considered it as “news” and not the “witness” («=s*). Hence, the information of a trustworthy man or

woman will be enough.

1 See the fatwa for the permission to use live video link (eg. Skype) from Jamiat-ur Rasheed (2019).
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7) With these conditions being satisfactorily met, the Judge or the Crescent Moon Sighting Committee can
then announce the sighting of the moon. If the Judge or Crescent Moon Sighting Committee belongs to the
whole country, then this decision will be valid for the people of the entire country. It means that in any city
of Britain, if a representative of the Crescent Moon Sighting Committee made a decison (after receiving the
testimonies of a Crescent Moon), then this decision will be valid for the people of the whole country. If this

decision is publicised through any modern communication, it will be credible. (Jibezs #7235

Hence, it should be clear that since Britain is a non-Muslim country, to have a Muslim Judge or a Crescent
Moon Sighting Committee from the ruling government is difficult, the Muslim scholars and pious people of
Britain need to establish an organisation or committee for this purpose, which will form a Crescent Moon
Sighting Committee. This committee will make decisions in compliance with the above conditions, and the

Muslims of Britain will count the beginning and end of all Islamic months with those counts.

Also, it should be noted that in the attached [ICOUK] introduction, it is mentioned that about 300 hundred
volunteers are registered on the organisation website, they sight the moon and send the report of their Crescent
Moon Sighting via the Website and Application. According to Shariah, these reports are not sufficient for the
testimony of the Crescent Moon Sightings. Instead, giving “Shahadat” (testimony) before a Judge, his deputy or
any other reliable representative of the Crescent Moon Sighting Committee, is necessary (as mentioned earlier).

So, when the Crescent Moon Sighting Committee in Britain is started, all the Shariah requirements of the

Shahadat (testimony) should also be fulfilled.
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In Jawahir-ul-Figh:

“If it has to be decided to celebrate a single day in the whole country, then its legitimate way is that firstly, a group of
astronomers, meteorologists and research scholars investigate this in Pakistan, that there may or may not be such
difference of emergence points @) according to Mathematical rules from Karachi to Peshawar and on the other hand, to
Dhaka and Sylhet, based on which a month is left of 28 days only or becomes of 31 days by trusting the testimony of one
place for another place. If there is no such difference, then Eid can be celebrated on the same day in the whole of West
and East Pakistan, the rules of which will be mentioned later. If there is such a difference, then Eid will be celebrated in
the rest of the country on the same day, parting that part of the country where such distinction is present. The other part
will be left following the sighting of that area.” (UZ!/ (}’J 1/1;4,;1‘5 1 / JSY / Iy
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Allah knows best.

Signed by [seal] The answer is correct (signed by) [seal]

Mufti Mustafa Amin, Mufti Muhammad Ibrahim, Vice-Mufti, Darul Ifta
Darul Ifta, Jamia-Uloom-Islamiyyah,

Binnori Town, Karachi, PAKISTAN The answer is correct (signed by) [seal]

Dated 26 Jan 2022/22 Jumada-Il 1443 Mufti Muhammad Inamul Haq, Head-Mufti, Darul Ifta

Islamic Crescents Observation
For the UK (1429/2008)

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk
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