Re: What is the basis of Global Moon Sighting in Hanafi Madhab? ؟
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From Darul Uloom Deoband INDIA
To Qamar Uddin UK
Date 2018-01-27 04:41
Translation: The reply with the blessings of Allah.
(1) News from distant countries will not be admitted if it would result in our [lunar] month being 28 or 31
days (as it would be against teachings of Quran and Hadith). News (of the crescent moon) from countries
where there is not much difference in sunrise and sunset times to us, can be accepted if it is received in a
prescribed way.
(2) Previously it was stated by your people [Muslims of Britain] that Morocco is the closest country in respect
to sunrise and sunset times and only those people can verify [sighting reports]. Then we did write that you
can accept the news from Morocco if it is received in a prescribed way. According to you, Germany and
[Western] Sahara are also close to Britain and there is not much difference in sunrise/sunset times so news
from those countries can also be accepted [if it is received in a prescribed way].
Mufti Habibur Rahman, Mufti Waqar Ali, Mufti Mohammed Noman Sitapuri, Darul Iftah, Darul Uloom
Deoband, 21 Rabi ul Awal 1439 [Ref: 1943 / B=450/1439] (Received: 27 January 2018).
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From: Qamar Uddin UK
Sent: Sunday, December 10, 2017 4:51 AM
To: Darul Uloom Deoband
Subject: Re: What is the basis of Global Moon Sighting in Hanafi Madhab? - )* ل, ﮨ.) روﯾ2345 ﮟ78 9ﮨ:8 );<=
 ﮨﮯ ؟47* د47<A

ظ
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Respected Ulama of Darul Uloom Deoband,
Assalamu Alaykum wa-Rahmatullahi wa-Barakatuh. Many thanks for your general answer to my question
on the basis of Global Moon Sighting, dated 13/1/1439. I am pleased to note that you do recognise there is
a possibility of moon sighting differences between far distant countries such as India and the USA due to
time-zone differences.
However, please clarify what you mean by, "If a Shariah-compliant witness report comes from outside, it
should be accepted". Reports from how far outside is considered to be Shariah-compliant?
I have noted from one of your previous fatwa issued in 1424 AH (see copy attached) that the UK may
follow a nearby country, Morocco due to adverse weather conditions, but not Saudi Arabia, since Saudi
Arabia is too far away from the UK. If that is the case, then by the same analogy, UK must not follow South
Africa either because South Africa is more than twice the distance from the UK. Since, some Muslim groups
in the UK follow moon sighting reports from South Africa, please comment on this point to remove any
logical contradictions.
Finally, please consider the following suggestions to reconcile the above contradictions for news from
outside. It is well-known amongst the moon sighting experts that the first day's crescent moon (Hilal) goes
below the horizon before Isha time, which is between 1 hour to 1.5 hours after Maghrib, depending on the
season (summer or winter).
Therefore, if the moon is not sighted in the UK due to adverse weather conditions, then any news of
foreign countries must not exceed 1.5 hrs time-zone difference to the East (e.g. Germany) or to the West
(e.g. Western Sahara). And to avoid moonset before sunset and change of seasons, we must limit the
location to above the equator (i.e. tropics of cancer – see attached map). If this suggestion is approved, it
will be consistent with your previous fatwa (i.e. UK to follow Morocco) and could also form the basis of
greater unity for the UK Muslims, InShaAllah.
Note: We have been receiving moon sighting reports from Morocco Awqaf Ministry by fax on every 29th
lunar date without fail for past five years, soon after their sunset, Alhamdulillah.
I look forward to your response to the above query and suggestion soon.
Wassalam,
Qamar Uddin, York (UK)
Dated: 9 Dec 2017 (20 Rabi-I 1439 AH)
Ref 1 (Map): www.moonsighting.org.uk/images/moon/regional/mapworld_europe_uk_bd.jpg
Ref 2 (Fatwa): www.moonsighting.org.uk/images/moon/regional/DeobandFatwaUrdu1.jpg
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What is the basis of Global Moon Sighting in Hanafi Madhab? (Translation)
Fatwa: 1132-1547 / B = 2/1439
Considering the geographical situation of the world, it is understood that unity in the whole world is not
possible, for example, if in the United States of America and Canada there is night, it is day in India.
Therefore difference (of moon sighting or Ikhtilaf e Matale) is unavoidable. Some scholars and jurists have
preferred this view. " َ ن/ِ َ /َ  ُدرُوا.ْ 'َ  ْم-ُ ْ َ َ م+ ,ُ ْ[ " ُو ُوا ِر ُْؤ َ ِ ِ" َوأَ ْ'طِ رُوا ِر ُْؤ َ ِ ِ" َ'*ِنHadith]
It means that begin fasting and pray Eid salat on sighting the moon. If moon is not sighted on 29th,
complete 30 days of the month. If a shariah compliant witness comes from outside in a proper way, it
should be accepted and acted upon. If this principle of Shariah is put into practice, there shall be no
dispute.
Mufti Habibur Rahman,

13/1/1439

Answer checked by: Mufti Waqar Ali, Mufi Mohammed Noman Sitapuri
Darul Iftah, Darul Uloom Deoband
On 2017-11-04 09:50, Darul Uloom Deoband wrote:
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From: Qamar Uddin UK
Sent: Saturday, June 17, 2017 5:14 AM
To: Darul Uloom Deoband
Subject: What is the basis of Global Moon Sighting in Hanafi Madhab?

ظ
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To: Fatwa Department, Darul Uloom Deoband, Dist. Saharanpur [U.P.] India, Postcode 247554
Assalamu alaykum,
What is the basis of Global Moon Sighting in Hanafi Madhab?
There is an ongoing debate on moon sighting for Ramadan and Eid in the UK due to the differences of
opinion on local sighing or global sighting.
Those who follow local sighting (ikhtilaf e matale) opinion say it is closest to Sunnah of the Prophet (
 ) " و مand the Sahabah (م3
12)ر.

0

Those who follow the global sighting (ittihad e matale) opinion, say it is the ruling of the Hanafi Madhhab,
which is mentioned in a book from the Indian subcontinent called, "Bahisthi Zewar" by Maulana Ashraf Ali
Thannvi ( " ر, d. 1943 CE), under the chapter of Fast (Saum), subheading: Visibility of Moon (Mas'ala
10). This point may be inferred from the famous Hanafi book of Fiqh called, "Radd al-Muhtar ala Ad-Durr
al-Mukhtar" by Imam Ibn Abedin Ash-Shami ( " ر, d. 1836 CE), under the subheading: Requirement for
Difference of horizon (6  ا ف ا ط1' ) ط ب.
I wish to know if the global sighting rule is the opinion of Imam Abu Hanifa ( " ر, d. 772 CE) himself or
was it decided later by other scholars of the Hanafi school, such as Imam Ibn Abedin Ash-Shami?
A detailed explanation with references from books by Imam Abu Hanifa will be much appreciated.
Qamar Uddin, York (UK), Dated 3 June 2017 (8 Ramadan 1438 AH)
------------
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