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What guidance can be given to the Imams, the Trustees of the Mosques and newly qualified 

Ulama/scholars, when a difference occurs between Local sighting and Saudi sighting? 

 

 السلام عليكم و رحمة الله وبركاته

 

There has been a difference of opinion on the issue of sighting the moon for some years in 

the UK. 

One group follows Saudi Arabia. 

And one group follow Morocco. (The people that follow Morocco make every effort to sight 

the moon locally, If the moon is not sighted locally then they will take the news from 

Morocco and follow that) 

After this introduction I seek clarity on these points: 

1. Some Masajid follow Saudi Arabia. In such a case, the Imams who through their 

research want to  follow Morocco, find it difficult and hard. Sometimes the Masjid 

committees pressure the Imams that they must follow Saudi Arabia, even though 

there are other Imams in the Masjid who follow the Saudi Arabia who can lead the 

two Eid Salahs. 

In such a situation can the Masjid committees pressure the Imam to go against his 

research and Maslak (School of thought) and follow Saudi Arabia?  

2. Does the Masjid committee have the Shar’ee right to sack and dismiss the Imam 

based on the fact that he does not follow their Saudi Moon sighting decision-even 

though his (Imams) practice is based on sound Shar’ee research? 

3. Is it Islamically correct to overlook an individual for the post of Imamat, even though 

he has all the credentials and qualifications demanded by the Holy Shariah to serve 

as an Imam, just because he does not agree to follow the Saudi Moon sighting 

decisions? 

Questioner: Shebaaz Ahmad 

Monday the 1st of Rabi us Thaani 1448/14th September 2026. 

Questions/Fatwa put forward to Darul Uloom Karachi-Pakistan. 

 

 بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم

 الجواب حامدا و مصليا 

The answer 

 

1. It should be clear that the decisions of Saudi Arabia are restricted to the borders of 

Saudi Arabia. These decisions cannot be forcefully imposed on anyone outside Saudi 

Arabia, as the Saudi Rulers jurisdiction is confined and restricted to the borders of 

their country. To follow them is not an obligation in the UK or any other country. 



It should also be noted that many well-researched Scholars/Ulama are not content 

with the Saudi Arabian sighting decisions, as decisions of moon sighting are made 

when sighting is impossible. Hence the Muslims of UK should make the effort to sight 

the moon themselves and come together to make a united decision and act upon it. 

If the sighting (in the UK) is not possible due to bad weather, then they should follow 

a nearby Muslim country like Morocco, as the sighting news of Morocco is 

acceptable and Satisfactory. 

 

After this introduction, the answer is that the Masjid committees should follow and 

act upon the above-mentioned details. If they don’t act upon it and, give preference 

to the announcement of Saudi Arabia, then the least they can do is not pressurise or 

force the Imam to follow the Saudi sighting decision. Especially, when there is an 

Imam present in the Masjid that follows Saudi Arabia. This is an issue of diyaanat. 

(integrity and honesty) the Imam cannot be forced to go against his diyaanat.  

 

2. If the Imam is capable and worthy of Imamat, then it is not correct to sack and 

dismiss him just on the basis that he doesn’t follow Saudi Sighting Decisions.  

 

3. Imamat is a lofty and a high position, the criterion for selection of an Imam should be 

based on solid knowledge and practice. It is not correct to base the criteria for 

Imamat on whether an individual is following or not following Saudi Sighting 

Decisions. 

 

(Mufti) Sayyad Hussain Ahmad 

Darul Ifta Jamia Darul Uloom Karachi 

14 Jumad ul Oolaa 1448H 

26th October 2026. 

 

The answer is correct 

(Mufti) Abdullah 

14/05/1448 

 

The answer is correct 

(Mufti) Ismatullah  

15/05/1448 

This document can be obtained from the ICOUK website at www.moonsighting.org.uk
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